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We are grateful to all those who support our work; if you know someone who might like to support the
SHCT, please ask them to contact the membership secretary, Katie Brown Katiejbrown@btopenworld.com
SHCT Grants 2019 - The Trust is very pleased to have offered grants to the following churches in 2019:
Wombourne Methodist

£ 500

Shelton S Mark (Stoke)

£2,500

Urgent Repairs

Bilston S Leonard
Tatenhill S Michael
Alrewas All Saints
Blore Ray

£5,000
£1,000
£ 500
£1,000

Dry Rot
Roof Repairs
Organ Repairs (exceptional grant, organs not funded)
Structural Investigations

Bilston S Leonard

Tatenhill S Michael

Blore Ray S Bartholomew

Our grants are small but important; they allow recipient churches to demonstrate to other, potential
funders that they have been able to raise some match funding. The more income we receive through
membership and donations, the more grants we can make; we rely on your continued support.
Derbyshire High Peak & Staffordshire Moorlands Historic Churchyards Grant Scheme Pilot.
In 2019 the Trust also provided £5,000 match funding for the repair of funerary monuments in the
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council area. This funding enabled the authority to complete its pilot
programme of repairs to churchyard monuments. The work carried out was urgently required to arrest any
further deterioration or structural collapse of these historically fascinating but often neglected memorials.
The Trust will evaluate the pilot over the summer of 2020 and if the work has been successful, it may
support a future, similar project.

New SHCT Joint President – We are delighted to announce that, following the resignation last year of The
Rt. Hon. The Earl of Shrewsbury & Talbot DL (one of our two, joint presidents), Mr John Giffard Esq, CBE
QPM has graciously agreed to take on this role. (Bishop Michael Ipgrave continues as joint president.) We
express our grateful thanks to the Earl of Shrewsbury and welcome Mr Giffard.
SHCT Spring Social – Friday, May 15th 7.00pm – 9.00pm at Whitmore Hall, Newcastle under Lyme
By kind permission of Mrs. Cavanagh Mainwaring, an Evening at Whitmore Hall, an opportunity to
appreciate this Grade 1 listed house (1676) and landscaped gardens. Tickets £25 to include buffet from
Katie Brown katiejbrown@btopenworld.com tel. 01889 500232
SHCT Church Tours 2019
In 2019 tours included Wolverhampton featuring the beautiful Collegiate Church of S Peter, a visit to midstaffs to see churches including the stunning Hoar Cross the Holy Angels and the last tour of the year, to
north-staffs, included the medieval foundation at Maer S Peter. These were much enjoyed by all; they
provided an opportunity for supporters to meet and explore Staffordshire’s churches but they also raised
funds! Tours for 2020 will include the areas of Walsall, Lichfield and Swynnerton. Tours cost £12.50 per
person and half day tours include tea. To book, complete and return the accompanying form or contact,
Roger Williams: j.williams675@btinternet.com
Treasurer’s Report 2019
For a small trust our financial situation remains stable. A copy of our full annual accounts may obtained
after April from the Treasurer, Katie Brown katiejbrown@btopenworld.com
Staffordshire Ride and Stride 2019
Ride and Stride is held nationwide every September. Participants are sponsored to visit churches by bicycle,
on foot, by car or public transport; money raised goes to support the county historic churches trusts. In
2019 the Staffordshire R &S raised a total of £10,639.46. We are very grateful to all those churches that
took part. https://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/how-we-help/ridestride
New SHCT Website
In 2019 the Trust launched a new website; this has been a great success with an ever-increasing number of
‘hits’; see: https://staffordshirehistoricchurchestrust.org/

SHCT Objectives
The income and capital shall be applied for the purposes of repair, maintenance, improvement and
preservation of the churches of Staffordshire (including buildings used as places of worship whether
belonging to the Church of England or any other religious body). Registered Charity No 240854
Presidents: The Rt. Revd, Dr Michael Ipgrave OBE & Mr John Giffard Esq, CBE, QPM
Chairman Fr Graham Bott (Trustee)
Secretary Imogen Campbell (incoming)
Ride & Stride Organiser John Wallbridge

Treasurer & Membership Sec. Katie Brown (Trustee)
Grants Secretary Fr Roger Williams
Ride & Stride Treasurer Rev. Preb Michael Metcalf

Committee Members Dorothy Bradbury, Mark Parsons & Phil Charles (Trustee)

